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OPENING REMARKS

For maost of us, each new year marks o chance
tor redemption, and 2023 is no exception. Every
article in this issue speaks to challenge, cpportu-
nity, and the fransformative power of hope
despite the current pandemic

Every single one of these articles speaks fo the
people who are passionate cbout the modelling
lindustry and |'m dehinitely excited to share them

with you,

Please keep your eyes on our magazine in the
coming years becaouse whatever challenges
2023 may hold. one thing still remains constant:
our commitment to you, our readers and friends.

God bless.

Ollivia Fabinsan
Fditor-At-Large
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RISING STAR
One on one inferview with a rising star to
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PAGEANTRY
Find out more about a beauty queen
who's been making waves down under:

Diana Omuoyo

16.
FEATURE STORY
Runway photos from the 2022 FOMA

runway show

24,

Introducing Abi Grigsby - a charming
and beautiful model who's destined to

be g superstar
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How did you get into the modelling industry?

| started in the industry at a vary young age, At age 5, | was akaady
asking my parant ea and audifion in the Philippines, Unfartu-
nately, it did ' use af the unrealistic standards that
the industry wsed i
¢ parents explained that it
ot getting any bookings.,
antad to pursue this, my parents
h:l matter of fime b & | finally kad a print
llirg gig. 5o that is how it all started.

What do you like most about being a model?

What | ke the most o
uaness and in

Modsl: Jojo A Sebastian

F'hn'ng.:::‘ﬂnhﬁﬂ by: Ryan Aguas
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What is the best advice you have ever been given? Skin Care; Cha il
HMLA: Benz Reyves

recching

What are your future plans? Inside your career or out of it

| arm learming fo se @ | am planning fo gat my dasigns out
thare, hopafully.

bWl



Siona Omuoyo-is the reigning Ms. World Universal 2022. She's o
multicuttural and multi-fingual T professional passionate obout
promoling inclusion, equality, STEM, ond guality education.

Diono's involvement ond commitment to fhe communily have
olways bean a key part of her Bfe becouse it gives her purpose
and o sense of belonging. She stays oclive by supporting
socio-economic couses globally, being an ombaossodor (o
change. and confinuing to roise owareness on crificol issues.,

Because of her deep passion and aspirations in the community, a
fiend suggested that she enter o pogeant as o way to expond
her aimensions in philanthropy. She hod never imagined joining a
pogeont before, so she was inifiolly surprised by the recommen-
dation becouse of her lock of industy knowledge. She then
researched pageantry. got a belter undersionding. and gained
insights inlo how most plotforms are founded on service 1o the
community and philonthropy.

5o, when the opporunity to join Ms. Word Universal came up. It
was an eosy deciion for her pimorily becouse the plotform's
mission and vision aigned with her gools. passions. and values.
The rest, you can say. is history.

We ecently cought up with Diana to discuss her joumey in the
pogeont industry, ond here’s what went down:

What do you like most about belng o beauty queen?

Winning a fitle 5 a humbling experience; most people don't
realize that it is synonymous with leadership and service to others.
As 0 moderm woman of colour. | am navigaling the warld omidsi
the challenges of social & cultural noms that continue o divide
the community. As Ms, World Universal ond o beauty gueen. | am
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privileged 10 hove o platform | con leverage 1o promole couses.
spread oworenass, ond impart change.

Pogeontry has alio afforded me great opportunities to parfici-
pate in the community. chanty, and social events whare | hove
met like-mindead individuals. Throughout this journey. | confinue to
grow and leam a ot abaut mysell as | interact and share with
peophe from all waolks of ke,

Downside to being a beauty gqueen?

One of my personal cholenges 5 ugging o demanding full-fime
o, personalfcommunity commatrmeants, hobbias, famity/friends,
ond the fille holder's duties, However, bacouse this role & very
important to me, | alwoys make fime to be present and committed,
which simply means mutti-tasking and better time management.

One of the downsices | experience regulary is that, whie
pogeonts continue to gain populonty. there s sl some Ingarning
shigma about beauty queens and pogeaniry, 50, | constantly
debunk myths ond educate olhers about my fitle and platform. |
stay grounded in the knowledge that even if | may fai to change
the perception of some. it i still imparonl for me to continue 1o
sland in my ruth for my purpose ond the vision for my tile as a
beouty queen.

What hos been the most memorable experience of being in the
pageant industry so far?

| have hod many monumantal expenences and miasionas on the
joumey to Ms, World Universal. The most memorable one so far
wias al a charily event whera | meal and chatted with mothers
from o mingrity community who expressed the hope thol their
daughters - by seeing someane that looks Eke them on a platform

Eke this -

would be Inspired

fo believe that thay 1oo can

dare to dreom big and chase their

dreams, This highlighted the imporfance of

reprasentation and just how impactiul it & for our under-

represented communities. At thal very moment, | knew that my
decision o join the pageont world was right,

Who have been the most interesting people you've met so far in
the indushry?

| haove interacted wilh 3o many pecple over the lost couple of
yeors ocross varous domains - NGOs, Fashion, Media, Pogeaniry,
Founders, Sports, Leaders, ond Community Advocotes, among
others. Everyone brings o unique view of the world and diverse
penspechives. The cne thing that has been o common denoming-
for in many of these interactions has been the shared passion for
giving back - thal wos unsurpasing yel an interesting discovery.

What has been the most valuable lesson you've learmned while in
the pageant industry? This can be about the indusiry or about
yoursell,

| started my pogeant career comparatively lale, so goining o
deeper understanding of the meaning and power of the crown
wos ong of the mojor leamings on my joumeay. | aways thought
that in order to enter or even win a litle, | would have lo change
o become ‘pageant worthy” [Whalever thot means]. But,
throughout the process, | reglized | just needed to be my outhen-
fic self ond showcase the strengins ond leadership inoils | akeady
hove that make me o great fitle holder.

While the quest for lhe tithe ks, in facl, o competition, the litle[s] do
come with a lot of responsibility. 50, on o personal level, it has
forced me fo mop cut my primary focus and the goals | want to
achigve with this fitke. | now reprasent Ms. Word Universal, mysell,
and the orgonizations | support, and | wont to be remembered o3
a selfless person, feoress in the pursuit of her dreams, a greaf
friend, someone thal was o posilive role model that used her
voice o influence positive chaonge that mode an impoact in other
people's fves,

Working in
an Industry whose
only emphasis s on the oulside
characteristics of o person, how hove
you stayed grounded?

To stoy grounded, | remind mysell why | joined pogeaniry and the

goals | stive o achieve. This keeps me focused and motivated to
novigate the doaunting ospects of the industry. Focusing my
energy on the positives, the leamings. and the rood oheod has
been a constant 'saving grace.' It hos also become exiremety
important for me fo maintain overoll mental welibeing and good
physical health instead of Irying to it into o superhicial mold. |
waoke up every day and choose fo love the space | occupy and
the body | am in, and this journey of seff-love is one | am hoping
others will learm to embroce os well,

Is your family svpportive of you being In the pogeant Industry?

Wy decision to join the pageont world surprised a lof of people,
butl am lucky to hove hod o kot of support from friends and fomily
clong the way,

What are your future plans? Inside pageaniry or out of It

On o personal note, | plon 1o spend more lime mentoring and
advocaling for & mentoding women of color, underepresented
communities, ond young adults o pusue Technology ond
Engineering careers. My ullimale goal and ombifion are o hove
a seot on a boord of o charity organizafion / foundation where |
can leveroge my expedences and passons for philanthropy 1o
continue lo supporl Education, EBquality, Inclusion and STEM
inifiatives on o local ond global scole.

I stand firm in the beliel tha! Education ploys a key role in
socio-economic wellbeing within our communities and that
technology ks one woay to create o pathway for everyone fo
access quality learning,. Another gipect of 1his is understand-
ing that Education is not just limited o textbookfschool
leoming but also includes knowledge sharing arcund cullural
& societal Bsues. It is important fo continue o create aware-
ness around the dongers of exclusion, discriminafion, the single
story, and bias.

For my year inreign, | olso ook forward to continuing fo work with
fthe Ms Word Universal Drector and pogeoant network to support
thelr plan for the yeoar and fullil off other duties os defined by the
pogeant orgonizalion, leveraging my network and social media
plotforms to promobe my cousels] and expand my reach.
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FOMA 2022

FABRICS OF MULTICULTURAL AUSTRALIA
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Fabrics of Mullicultural Australio (FOMA) is o sustainable platform that
stimulates economic growth for the creafive sector ond gensrotes
biateral trading cpportunities while fostering socicl coheasion, T works
in conpnclion with Forelgn Governments and their Trode Commis-
sions based in Aushralico, Enabling them to leveraoge visual orls, textile
design, and visual staryteling as g conduit to brnging togethear ond
shoring unigue cultural perspectives in o way that visually depicts
Ausfralic’s uniguely diverse Identity to the globe,

stemming fram owr nafion’s diverse londscope are o myricd of unigue
stories, perspectives, customs, and sociol idenfities, all of which
function harmonicushy fo postion multiculfuralism os one of Australia’s
graafest strengths, FOMA confinueas to leveroge the influence of our
cregtive sectors across Gvarnety of meadiums, showcasing o o globa
oudisnce the interweaving threads thot collectively form the unigue
identity of contempaorary Austrafio from on economic and culturg
parspactive

FOMA annually presents on exciting line up of mitialives that comprise
of octivations, panel discussions, cultunal exhibdts and unaay shows in
codlaborafion with Forgign govemmeants and Cultural Institutions

Phota Credit; Victor Howk
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TV ONE AUSTRALIA

TV1 is an entertainment and |ifes’ry|e g|ObD| streqm-
ing platform cffering Australian content. TV] pro-
motes the most exhilarating events, the most glam-
orous and successful people, the most in-demand
celebrities, the hottest rising stars 8, and the most
exciting trends down under. TV] may be new but
it's most certainly in demand and 100% Australian.
We are committed to making Aussie local talents,
events, and entrepreneurs easily accessible to both
our local and international audiences via the high-
est quality streaming technology.

Co-founded by the StarCentral Media Group and
the Australion Milionaire Business Network, the
TV1 channel is the home for independent Austra-
lian Screen content. We very much welcome our
local screen practitioners from emerging through to
the established to make TV their home. By stream-
ing your content on TV1, you join a family of rising
stars, entrepreneurs, celebrities, and various artists

MISSION: Qur mission is to present the most
unique and compelling original Australian content
by tapping into the hottest local talents and events.
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Abi Grigsby 5 a rising model who has mode a name for herself in
the modeling industry through her notural falent ond dedica-
tion to her croft, ALl discovered her love for modeling at o
young age and pursued it relenflessly throughout her childhood
and teenoge years. She honed her skills through pogeants,
mnnwoy shows, and wanous photoshoots, bulding o solid
foundation of expenence ond confidence to serve her well in
her future career, She inifially got into the modeling industry by
entering beouty pogeanis. She joined the Top Model of the
World Philippines pageant in July 2016 with two weeks' notice,
The pogeant needed a specific number for the competition fo
go aheod, and the pageant’s director contocted her to join,
She evenluglly became the second nunner-up, which shocked
her s she hod no pevious expenence in pageants so she
wasn't expecting to make it into the Top 5.

The following year she enfered o pogeont called "Mutyo Mg
Plipinas Australic” (Reard of Australio) beouty pageant. She
qoined o lot of exposure in the modeling industry by joining this
pogeant, which led her into me mesting the majority of the
photogrophers thot she now works with regulary, When she
competed oversegs, she opbo goned several contocts with
vonous modeling ogencies ond photographers, Throughout
2017 she glso competed in the Miss Infernotionol Australia
pageant, finishing as second unner-up and winning the Miss
Model of the World Title, Furthermore, she competed in the Miss
Teen Universe Austroiio pogeont in December of that year. All of
these competitions led her o meet so many creafives in the
industry; photogrophers were looking for fresh foces fo shootf,
and makeup artists needed o model to work on for skill
enhancements. Sowly, through these conpections, she wos
able to bwild the netwaork that she cumently has.

As she books to the future, Akl remains focuwsed on her craft and
committed to exponding her horzons. With her falent, dhve,
and passion for her work, Abi B poised to become one of the
industry's most sought-after models, inspiring oudiences and
fellow modeks alike with her arfistry and vision,

Model & Mode magazine recently caught up with Abi fo discuss
her journey in the modeling indusiry and heres what went
cdowr:

Could you please tell our readers something obout yourself that
others don't probably know aboul?
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Most people don't know thot | om actually quite o sporiy
perzan. When | tell people | play cnckeat, 'm offen met with a
shocked response, gs those around me see me post o lot of my
modeling waork, 50 they assume that | moded full-fime, However,
I do enjoy playing community sports, as it gives me a chonce fo
stay acfive. as well as-allows me to socialise and meet new
people,

How did you become a model? What's i like to be o model?

| storted modeling when | was 17, and it all began when |
storted participating in beguty pageants, As | am holf Fliping, |
gompeted in the local Miss Philippines pogeants they held in
Melboume, Starfing in smaoll competitions led me fo compete
internafionally fwice so far and wos on excellent gateway to
the modeling world,

Az for how it feels o be a model, | don't feel any different from
the people around me. Modeling is essenfially o paying hobby
for me, and it certainly has taken me ploces. However, at the
end of the day, | just feel ke anyone eke - o simple human
being just trying fo get by in this crazy iel

What hos been your greatest flumph, to date?

The greatest fiumph to date would be competing in intema-
fional beouty pogeants @nd gracing mogozing covers, just ke
this ane,

Every now and then, | still remember my teenoge years, when |
wios poinfully shy and so insecure about my looks. | remember
eveny day fantasising about looking like someone eke, It fook
me yeaors to build seff-confidence and finally be hopoy in the
body that | amin,

Whal has been your greatest lesson, and how have you used
that lesson In your life?

The greatest ife lesson | camy with me to this doy 5 fo not womy
about trying to plegse evervone or anyoneg, At finst, | found it
difficult to occept thot there ore people who won't like you
based on your Bfe choices, interests or amply have different
preferences in life, 5tl, | hove leormed that you should never let
someona's disapproval of you deter you from doing whatever it
i5 you want in life,
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If you could fravel bock in time and alter one hi
cal event, where would you go and what would
attempt to change?

Il could fraveal bock and aller a historical avanl, |
would prevent the holocaust from happening and
sava millions of innocant lives. The holocaust Wi
hedvilty touched on throughout my leanage years,
particularly in high schoal, so thal histedcal event, in
particular, has always hod a prafound Impae! on
ma. It is delinitely o touchy subjact for mysall and
athars, even in this prasant day.

What do you think you came Into this life to learn,
and what do you think you came here to teach?

| balieve | came inta this Ble te laam that things wan't
always go the way vou planned, no matter how
cearlain you are ol the atuation. | had big plans for
my Ble whan | was 18 thal didnt come to fruition,
and honastly, when | realised things wouldn't tunn
oul the way I'd always hoped, | fell dishearfenesd
and didn't have a plan for tha naxt stap.

Owvar the past few years, 'va learnad 1o frust thea
process and the sireggle you go through, I've always
frmly believed in the saying, “everything happens for
a ragson,” | ako think that in §le, you are never
daniad, only readiracted

What projects are you working on right now?

| am cumantly locusing on my pogeaniry and
hoping 1o compeate infernationally again this yaor.
Most people don't realise how much time, effort,
and preparation goes info compealing in pageants,
espacially intemationally. A ot of work goees bahind
the scenas for bath the organisers and the conlas-
tarks, 20 1 am currently bullding mysalf up 1o be abla
tar give my best performance whean the time comes
ta be an stoge again!

What would you shill like to attempt in your modeling
career?

In tarms of my medelling career, | woukd shll like o
giva nlamational modealing o try. | have naver hod
the opportunity o fravel for wark DpEunrrunhles.
However, | believe modeliga wpuld be a. graal
oppoartunity to gain that experience in working
abrood, as 'vae always loved the idea of navel, so it
would bea fulfing to gel paid work oul of it toot

What advice would you give to those hoping ho
follow in your footsteps?

As cliche as il may sound, my only advice woulkd ba
la keep going aond never give up, When I first
decided to gat info modelling, and start participat-
rg in beauly pageants, | had my share of paopla
who discourageaed me and fied to sway me agairist
it. | found thatswhen | cut off peopla who didid
support me ond Instead surounded mysall with™
paople who beliaved in ma. it fuelled me fo try even
harder for tham and o prove o mysall thal my
ambitions Grd valid and achievable godals, >

]
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